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stone. He refused to drink. There was a storm
of ridicule, but he buried his face in his hands,
and remained loyal to his conscience. One who
was present wrote to his parents the same night,,
asking that he might go to Oxford instead of
Cambridge so that he might remain under the
influence of young Gladstone. His influence in
the University was of the same nature. Arch-
bishop Temple, who followed him to Oxford after
the lapse of ten years, declared that, " men drank
less in the forties because Gladstone had been
abstemious in the thirties."

Leaving the University, Gladstone's whole de-
sire was to enter the Church. " The conviction
flashes on my mind," he wrote to his father,
" with a moral force I cannot resist, and would
not if I could, that the vineyard still wants
labourers; the kingdoms of this world have not
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and till they are
become such there can be no claim so solemn
and imperative."

We cannot without hesitation join with those
who lightly declare that it was altogether good
that Gladstone should have been deterred by his
father from, taking this step. The Church in the